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| HISTORIC NAME OF STRUCTURE (INCLUDE SOURCE FOR NAME) HABS NO.
WINCHESTER HOUSE (WPA California Guide) CA~2107 |
|

SECONDARY OR (QOMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE
Winchester Mystery House

COMPLETE ADDRESS (DESCRIBE LOCATICN FOR RURAL SITES)
525 South Winchester Boulevard, San Jose, Santa Clara County, California

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE SOURCE) %%%(%&t(g%{ﬁ éggRCEc)lrah L, Winchester :
1884-1922 (WPA Guide) directed construction for 38 years. ;
SIGNIFICANCE (ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL, INCLUDE CRIGINAL USE OF STRUCTURE)

This extraordinary structure is sui generis. Constructed over a period of 38 years because 1ts
_owner, Winchester Rifle heiress Sarah L. winchester believed she would live as long as construc
-tlon contmued the house contains 160 rooms and covers six acres. The orlglnal portlon pur-

STYLE (IF APPROPRIATE)
|Oueen_ Anne with Eastlake elements

MATERYAL OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS). ~
Wooden frame xonstruction.

LS HAEE ANDId];IiMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHED FLOOR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE
’6 reco .

EXTERICR FEATURES OF NOTE

The exterior displays mmerous finial-crowned gables, two chateauesque towers, porches, stained
glass windows, pargeting; cut shingle-work, and many skylighted rectangular cupoclas.

INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (DESCRIBE FLOOR PLANS, IF NOT SKETCHED) 1 teriors include a maple-

paneled ballroom with pipe corgan, a "white satin chamber,” and a "patchwork of trapdoors, crook-
ed halls, steps leading nowhere, doors opening into space. Porty stairways twist in and out, uc
and down; 2,000 doors open at unexpected places; there are reportedly thousands of windows."
(California = A Guide to the Golden State, Federal Writers' Project, pp. 302-303.)

MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES

Restoration in progress since 1973. (Museum brochure)

PRESENT - CONDITION AND USE
{Condition good. Used as camercial house museum, rifle muSeum, and wax museum and garden exhibi

-

OTHER INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE

The Winchester House is a California Historical Landmark and is on the National Register of
Historic Places.

iOURCES OF INFORMATION (INCLUDING LISTING ON NATIONAL REGISTER, STATE R.EGIS'IERS ETC.)

al Writers' Project, California — A Guide to the Golden State. New York: 1967, pp. 302-303.
"Winchester Mystery House" (Museum brochure)

COMPILER, AFFILIATION DATE

Denys Peter Myers, Architectural Hjstorian, Historic American Buildings
Survey 11/09/81
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